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which, it is alleged, work more harm than good on the
children* For example, the films which show hair-
breadth escapes or blood-thirsty adventures, etc*, tend
to unbalance the juvenile minds and produce upon them
an atmosphere of nervous excitement* Moreover, the
children often learn bad ways and bad manners from some
of the lower class cinema halls* Therefore, it is advocated
that children under the age of sixteen should not be allowed
inside a cinema hall, just as those of the same age are
not allowed by law to be within a public saloon*

This objection is not entirely unfounded, although
possibly a little exaggerated ; for a considerable number
of the films exhibited is indeed rather too exciting for
the average boy or girl under sixteen, and in many cases
the pictures err on the side of immodesty* On the other
hand, it seems rather a weak-kneed policy to keep the
children indoors just because in a show of two or three
hours a few improper films may be exhibited on the screen*
For in the average case, the entertainment is a real source
of profit as well as enjoyment to the children*

The remedy, however, is not so much to prevent the
children from going to these halls as to exercise a rigorous
public supervision over the exhibition of all films* Thus,
instead of allowing a cinema proprietor to put up indis-
criminately any kind of catch-penny pictures, the public
should for the sake of its own safety step in and prevent
such mercenary spirit fron going beyond the bounds of
moral as well as educational considerations* The cinema
has come to stay, and therefore the proprietor need appre-
hend no loss to his trade by this elimination of objectionable
films* The new industry supplies a long-felt want* and
so it will never lack patrons or supporters*